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 Sankalpa Newsletter 

Agriculture is one of the major sec-

tors that contribute significantly to 

India’s GDP. However, economic 

growth in other sectors is affecting 

the economic contribution of agri-

culture to India’s GDP today. A com-

bination of lucrative job availability 

in the growing urban areas, and the 

economic risk associated with crop 

failure is driving most of the farmers 

away from agriculture. Good agri-

cultural practices have the potential 

to reduce the risk of crop failure 

which could attract farmers back to 

profitable crop production. In 2012, 

Sankalpa-India funded a project that 

dealt with training farmers of Ka-

dapa district, Andhra Pradesh on 

good agricultural practices. Approx. 

2000 USD (Rs. 90,000) was dis-

bursed to Rural Agricultural Labour 

and Handicapped Welfare Society 

(RALHWS), an NGO based in South 

India. These funds were utilized to 

train farmers in modern agricultural 

practices which included organic 

cultivation, bio-manure and pesti-

cide preparation, water harvesting 

techniques and vermicompost prep-

aration.  

I talked to Mr. Sanjeevu, president 

of RALHWS over phone and I could-

n’t resist noticing his enthusiasm 

and determination to support farm-

ers of his village and other nearby 

villages.  

With his 25 years of experience in 
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Sankalpa is a student organization committed to socio-economic development in 

India. It continues to grow through untiring actions of a motivated group of indi-

viduals with diverse backgrounds who are determined to make a difference.  
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Mr. Sanjeevu talking to farmers 

Sometimes, social media are a good 

thing. There are those times when a 

risqué photo can keep you from 

getting your dream job but at other 

times, you find an opportunity to 

make a real difference in people’s 

lives.  

When my Facebook friend Santosh 

posted about his involvement in 

Sankalpa, I became intrigued and 

asked whether my experience as a 

Grants Development Specialist 

could be useful to the group. A few 

days later, I was reviewing my first 

proposal from a group in rural An-

dhra Pradesh. They are proposing to 

help rural girls and women by 

providing the opportunity to make 

money by producing and selling 

sanitary napkins. Sanitary napkins 

manufactured by large corporations 

are too expensive for many rural 

women, and girls often miss school 

during their periods because of lack 

of proper sanitation. With only 

$1,750 the group will be able to 

train women in local manufacturing 

and marketing of a product that 

fulfills a real need and allows them 

to have a small income.  

 With relatively small amounts of 

money, Sankalpa touches many 

lives. One hundred percent of mon-

ey raised by the group goes to pro-

jects. This is only possible because 

of a dedicated group of people who 

selflessly work to make a difference 

in people’s lives.  

 

“Sankalpa will continue to support 

grass root level projects that envi-

sions simple, yet sustainable solu-

tions to existing problems faced by 

the communities.” 

Santosh  Pitla has 

been a member  of 

Sankalpa since 

2012 

                        HOW DID A GERMAN FIND HER WAY INTO SANKALPA ? 

Continued on page 3 

 

“With relatively small amounts of 

money, Sankalpa touches many 

lives. One hundred percent of 

money raised by the group goes 

to projects.” 

Andrea Gorzitze 

began reviewing 

projects  for 

Sankalpa in 2013 

         IMPROVING LIVES OF 400 FARM FAMILIES AT A TIME - THE SANJEEVU WAY 
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I suddenly woke up from sleep. The 

time was about 10 pm. I had been a 

victim of a viral infection and the 

intermittently high fever had subject-

ed me to bouts of weakness. The 

only thought which comforted me 

was that I'd soon finish my summer 

project at Bangalore and would take 

a homeward bound train. It was Sun-

day night and all my friends had been 

off to a famous restaurant to cele-

brate a colleague’s birthday.  

I hardly had any desire to eat. How-

ever, as the doctor had advised me 

to take the medicines only after hav-

ing taken food, I dragged myself to 

the nearest eatery. The waiter an-

nounced that it was closing time and 

my choice was limited to the two 

varieties of rice which they had. I 

opted for one of them and was 

served instantly. The fever and sub-

sequent medication had wiped all 

the taste from my mouth and every-

thing seemed bland. It took me an 

entire five minutes to push the first 

morsel down the oesophagus.  

As I sat there, cursing my ill-fate and 

envying my friends who would be 

relishing their dinner, there entered 

a girl along with her mother. The girl 

was around fifteen and the woman in 

her forties and both wore threadbare 

clothes. There was nothing excep-

tional about them except the look in 

their eyes. Their eyes seemed ebul-

lient with an ineffable joy. Their faces 

radiated a delight which I was una-

ware of having seen anywhere be-

fore. They sat on the adjoining table 

and a server presented them the 

same kind of rice I was eating. The 

two of them put aside the spoons 

and helped themselves to the food 

with their hands. They sat there sa-

vouring the rice, occasionally smiling 

at one another and totally oblivious 

to the surroundings. 

It was difficult for me to stop noticing 

the duo. The girl had striking similari-

ties with her mother. Both had the 

same eyes although the woman had 

developed black patches around her 

eyes. Both had a similar coiffure, the 

only difference being the presence of 

a few white hairs on the woman. 

Their hands also were alike, though 

the mother’s hands appeared a bit 

rough. A perfect example to illustrate 

two events separated only along 

time axis, I mused.  

My spoon had touched the bottom of 

the bowl. I congratulated myself for 

having accomplished, what had 

seemed just a few moments ago, a 

Herculean task. I took a furtive 

glance at their plates, the duo had 

finished too. They hadn’t left a single 

grain of rice uneaten. The duo was 

joined by a young waiter. The three 

of them stepped out of the cafe and 

started walking. 

Things dawned upon me. So, the 

woman and the girl were the mother 

and sister respectively of this person. 

The hotel owner had apparently 

obliged his young employee by al-

lowing his family to have the leftover 

victuals.  

The roads were fast getting deserted. 

The dogs had started assuming the 

reigns of streets. To avoid  canine 

encounter, I kept close to the trio. 

The three chattered along. The incog-

nizance of their language rendered 

me incompetent to comprehend the 

matter of their discussion. I won-

dered about the possible topics – 

may be the ladies were thanking 

their son/brother for the ‘treat’, may 

be they were discussing about the 

‘privileged’ class of the society who 

could afford to have such food when-

ever they desired, may be they were 

pondering over ways to tackle some 

imminent monetary crisis or may be 

they were just commenting on the 

climate. I was soon at the dorm gate 

and we parted ways. 

It has been seven years since then. In 

the meantime, I got acquainted with 

many faces associated and not 

associated with names. Occasion-

ally, I tend to forget them and 

often I jumble up the correspond-

ence of the appellation to the 

countenance. However, the face 

which I most distinctly recollect is 

the one whose name I never 

knew! As I sit at my desk in the US, 

that face reminds me that thou-

sands of miles from here, back in 

my home-country, there are still 

many people who consider two 

square meals a day a luxury. It 

reminds me that faces like these 

form a veritable part of the same 

society where I was born and 

raised. I feel fortunate to be a part 

of Sankalpa; it allows me to put a 

smile on some of these faces!  

Volunteers from Pragathi Path providing 

lessons to kids from slums.  

                                            THE UNFORGETTABLE FACE 

In the blistering heat of August, I set 

off on a seven day six city tour. At 

the end of this journey I would have 

covered four states, traveled 2300 

km by road/rail and clocked up 34 

hours without setting feet on terra 

firma. A trip that didn’t excite my 

family one little bit. I hadn’t seen 

them in two years. The part I was 

looking forward to the most was a 

visit to Kadathur village in Dhar-

mapuri Dist. Tamil Nadu. I had 

planned to visit Rural Development 

Society (RDS) organization working 

with Sankalpa for the past one year. 

The organization had established 

Punadi centers (“Foundation” in 

Tamil) to provide after-hours les-

sons to school-going children. So far 

the only glimpse of the project’s 

progress was from quarterly re-

ports; this visit was to get firsthand 

account of the organization’s work 

made possible through contribu-

tions from Sankalpa. I was accompa-

nied to the project site by two 

teachers hired by RDS to tutor chil-

dren. One of them was a recent 

college graduate trying to find her 

Kadathur punadi center 

Sushant More was 

elected Vice-

President of 

Sankalpa in 2012 

“It reminds me that faces like 

these form a veritable part of 

the same society where I was 

born and raised. I feel fortu-

nate to be a part of Sankalpa; 

it allows me to put a smile on 

some of these faces!” 

                                                              SUMMER TRAIN 

Keerthi T Rajamani 

served as the Presi-

dent in 2012. He 

currently holds the 

treasurer’s post. 

                  Continued on page 4 

“The confidence and self-belief I 

witnessed in some of these chil-

dren was second to none and 

reiterated my belief in the organi-

zation’s ability to implement a 

successful program. “ 
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community based developmental 

projects he was able to bring to-

gether numerous volunteers, scien-

tists, agricultural experts from uni-

versities and farmers of various 

villages in Kadapa district to accom-

plish the goals of this project. 

One of the significant outcomes of 

the training was that the farmers 

learnt about benefits of growing 

two or more crops in proximity. Mr. 

Sanjeevu took the help of the scien-

tists and researchers from 

N.G.Ranga Agricultural University, 

Andhra Pradesh for training activi-

ties. Few months into the project, 

RALHWS volunteers recognized that 

farmers were selecting crops that 

were not suitable for the climatic 

zones in which they were farming. 

Thus, soil testing was conducted 

and based on the soil samples col-

lected, crop selection suggestions 

were made to the farmers to im-

prove the crop yields. In addition to 

the typical groundnut planting corn, 

red and green gram were suggested 

to the farmers  in five villages where 

the training was performed.  

Good quality seeds were also per-

formed during the months of June 

and July when the Kharif (monsoon) 

planting started. Advancing current 

agricultural practices is important to 

boost the crop yields of Indian 

farms. When we are challenged 

with an additional million mouths to 

feed in the future, programs like 

these become significant to build 

self-sufficiency and food security. 

Sankalpa will continue to support 

grass root level projects that envi-

sions simple, yet sustainable solu-

tions to existing problems faced by 

the communities. 

Posters listing the benefits of good 

agricultural practices 

Farmers being trained to install 

drip irrigation system 

    

Ph.D. in Chemistry from the Ohio 

State University and Prasad is a Ph. D. 

candidate in Graphic Design at IIT 

Bombay. They had crossed paths 

earlier at the Maharashtra Mandal of 

IIT Kanpur, and the friendship that 

was formed then, later evolved into a 

commitment.  

The couple decided to invite social 

workers from an NGO to their wed-

ding reception at Pune. Gayatri is a 

part of the student organization 

‘Sankalpa-India’ at the Ohio State 

University, which provides funds for 

small-scale sustainable projects to 

registered NGOs working in India. 

Sankalpa had funded a “Monsoon 

dhadak moheem” of ‘Maitri’, where 

teams of trained volunteers venture 

into the remote forests of the 

Melghat region in Maharashtra to 

fight against the rampant malnour-

ishment and infant mortality. The 

adventurous ‘Maitri’ team was 

sounded out on this idea of giving a 

social dimension to a family-based 

event, and the folks were right on 

board to try the experiment. Prasad 

and Gayatri’s parents were also very 

supportive of the idea. The invita-

tions for the reception contained a 

letter from the couple. It informed 

the invitees about the presence of 

‘Maitri’ at the venue, and encour-

aged them to interact with its volun-

teers and extend their support if they 

wished to do so. On the day of the 

reception, six ‘Maitri’ volunteers set 

up three small stalls at the hall.  

“We had put up posters about our 

projects and also some hand-made 

and promotional articles for pur-

chase. The attendees approached us 

to learn more about our work, and 

also extended helping hands. At the 

end of the day, we had donations 

amounting to INR 1,20,700”, said 

Jayashree Shidore, a volunteer from 

Maitri.  

“We were apprehensive about the 

response our plea would generate. 

People tend to think of weddings as 

private events, and we had no idea 

how they would like to see the 

‘fundraising angle’ given to it. Some-

one suggested we should accept gifts 

on our own, and then later donate 

those to NGOs. However, the idea of 

a ‘direct donation’ appealed to us 

better. Wedding is a socially relevant 

event for us, and we thought it could 

indeed be coupled with the larger 

society. This way, our family and 

friends could get a glimpse of things 

that are important to us. At the actu-

al event, their enthusiastic support 

was very heartening. We were very 

happy that they could mingle with 

‘Maitri’ and learn first-hand about 

the problems at Melghat and the 

uphill battle being fought there”, say 

Prasad and Gayatri. 

The duo could have gotten mar-

ried with a big bash, but they 

chose to celebrate their wedding 

by helping some other dreams to 

come true instead. 

Rather than giving presents to 

the newlyweds, their kith and kin 

were requested to help the NGO 

‘Maitri’ which primarily works 

with the Korku tribe in Melghat, 

Maharashtra on health and liveli-

hood issues. The response was 

tremendous:  a sum equivalent to  

2000 US dollars within five hours. 

This is the story of Gayatri and 

Prasad’s wedding. Gayatri is a 

This article has been 
adapted from a news piece 

originally published in Ma-

rathi by Prasad Panase, 

Pune. The news appeared in 
Maharashtra Times on 2nd 

January, 2013.  

THE STORY OF A SOCIALLY RELEVANT WEDDING 

Gayatri Natu graduat-

ed from OSU in 2012. 

She held various posi-

tions during her time 

at Sankalpa. She is currently 

preparing for civil services 

exam. 

 THE SANJEEVU WAY  (continued from Page 1) 

Trained volunteers from the or-

ganization lecturing farmers 

     “This was a novel idea. We could     

raise funds on-the-spot, and many 

people got to know our organiza-

tion and its volunteers personally. 

Many new people got connected 

with ‘Maitri’. We are still receiving 

online donations from friends of 

the couple.”  - Maitri Volunteer 
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“Be it running a con-

cession stand at foot-

ball games, documen-

taries on social and 

environmental issues or collab-

orating with Indian Student 

Association in fundraising 

events, Sankalpa's concerted 

efforts in such activities and 

beyond ensure that a helping 

hand is extended to those in 

need. As a volunteer for 

Sankalpa, I've enjoyed the time 

we've cooked or served food, 

reviewed proposals or even 

hung out together. Keep up the 

good work, folks!”                                            

- Vinit Rajan 

way through the maze of gender and 

class identity and the other an enter-

prising middle aged farmer, intent on 

securing her family’s future. Two 

women with widely differing aspira-

tions nonetheless brought together 

by their passion to give back to the 

community that propelled their ambi-

tions. This brief encounter and the 

conversation that ensued left me with 

a faint sense of pride and profound 

realization that countless hours of 

volunteer work at Sankalpa was not in 

vain. We then headed into the village 

and were welcomed by a large group 

of people. I quickly made my way to 

the courtyard, only to be greeted 

hesitantly by children neatly seated 

on the ground, acutely aware of their 

dwindling play time and perhaps mild-

ly upset at being assembled against 

their will. After a few cagey minutes, 

the children began to let their guard 

down and engaged in a free flowing 

conversation under the watchful eyes 

of their parents. The confidence and 

self-belief I witnessed in some of 

these children was second to none 

and reiterated my belief in the organi-

zation’s ability to implement a suc-

cessful program. Toward the end of 

the meeting I heard an interesting 

anecdote from one the children who 

was a child parliament member, orga-

nized by RDS as a part of their pro-

gram. The children were responsible 

for successfully petitioning the local 

administrative office to have commu-

nity toilets in their village cleaned. At 

this moment it dawned on me that 

not only have we provided these kids 

with access to quality education, but 

also helped shaped their character 

and become responsible citizens.  

Summer Train (continued from Page 2) 

Teachers supervising children 

          How can YOU contribute?  
“Almost everything you do will seem 

insignificant, but it is important that you 

do it.” – Mahatma Gandhi 

 Volunteer: Volunteers play a significant 

part in Sankalpa. Volunteering in 

fundraisers is a great way to socialize, have 

fun and meet like-minded people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate Money: If you are not in or around 

Columbus OH, and would like to 

contribute, donate to our 'Friends of 

Sankalpa' initiative. Please make your 

cheques/money orders payable to 

"Sankalpa"  

For Contributions from within India: mail 

your cheques to:  

Sankalpa  

C/O Sandip Bapat  
B/8 Jestaram Baug,  

Dadar TT, Mumbai - 400 014  
 

Residents of US, Canada or Mexico: Mail 
your checks to:  
Sankalpa  

1448 Highland St, Apt B  
Columbus, OH 43201  
 

 

Donate Online: 

Sankalpa accepts 

online donations 

through “PayPal”. Visit 

our website for making 

an online donation using 

your credit/debit card.  

Share your Ideas: If you have any ideas 

for fundraising, or a project or anything  

that could help us, please let us know.  

Email : sankalpa.osu@gmail.com  

Website : www.sankalpaindia.org 

Curious to know how we work and 

what we do!!! Join us on Saturday, 

14th September, 2013 at 4pm for our 

WELCOME MEETING. We got 

FREE FOOD and DRINKS!!!!! 

Next fundraiser 
on 31st AUGUST, 

2013 at the Foot-
ball stadium. 

      Fundraising Events 

Office Bearers (2012-13) 

Project Co-ordinator: B. Sathaye 

Advisor: Dr. Prasun Sinha 

Newsletter Editor: Kaushik Panda, Su-

shant More, Keerthi 

Office Bearers (2012-2013)  

President: Pooja Joshi 

Vice President: Sushant More 

Treasurer: Keerthi T Rajamani 

Secretary:  Bakul Sathaye 

Henna @ CIF 2013 

Raghu Dixit Concert  

Preparing food for an event 

Documentary film Series 2013 

Fundraising at the STADIUM 

http://www.sankalpaindia.org
http://www.sankalpaindia.org

